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Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2561 is a well balanced

bill which funds the future readiness and mod-
ernization requirements of the DOD, while tak-
ing steps to ensure that the quality of life of
our service members is maintained and en-
hanced. I urge all of my colleagues to support
this bill.

Mr. FROST. Mr. Speaker, I urge
adoption of the rule, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I also urge adoption of
this rule and support for the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time, and I move the previous
question on the resolution.

The previous question was ordered.
The resolution was agreed to.
A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

f

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the bill (H.R. 2561) making
appropriations for the Department of
Defense for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2000, and for other purposes,
and that I be permitted to include tab-
ular and extraneous material.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

f

LIMITING DEBATE ON BARR OF
GEORGIA AMENDMENT NO. 4 TO
H.R. 2561, DEPARTMENT OF DE-
FENSE APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2000

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that dur-
ing consideration of the bill (H.R. 2561)
in the Committee of the Whole that,
one, all debate time on amendment No.
4 offered by the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. BARR) and the amendments
thereto be limited to 60 minutes, equal-
ly divided between the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. BARR) and myself; and
two, the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
BARR) be allowed to withdraw the
amendment prior to action thereupon.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

f

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2000

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 257 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the State of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2561.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

Accordingly, the House resolved
itself into the Committee of the Whole

House on the State of the Union for the
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2561)
making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of Defense for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2000, and for other
purposes, with Mr. CAMP in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the

rule, the bill is considered as having
been read the first time.

Under the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. LEWIS) and the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. MUR-
THA) each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California (Mr. LEWIS).

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Chairman, I rise first to ask the
membership for their support for this
very important bill. It involves the na-
tional defense of our country. In doing
so, Mr. Chairman, I would like to ex-
press my personal appreciation to my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle
who have been not just cooperative,
but who have been truly professional in
the best possible sense in presenting
their viewpoints regarding a number of
items that are very important and will
consider as we go forward with the de-
bate.

Most particularly I would like to ex-
press my appreciation to my colleague,
the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
YOUNG) who is the chairman of the full
committee. He essentially was my
trainer as I assumed this job, for he
chaired the committee before I did. He
has always reflected the best of profes-
sionalism in the work of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations, and I want
him to know that I intend in the future
to emulate him every step of the way if
I have the chance to be here as long as
he will be here.

I want to express our appreciation for
his fine leadership.

To my colleague on the other side of
the aisle, the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. MURTHA) who has been my
partner in this process every step of
the way, he can move a bill in the most
expeditious fashion of any Member I
know of in the House. Because of that
I welcome him to this discussion today.

Mr. Chairman, I have the pleasure today of
brining to the floor the fiscal year 2000 De-
fense appropriations bill. This important legis-
lation will, for the first time in 15 years, provide
a real increase in spending for our Nation’s
Armed Forces.

Congress has made it clear that as we enter
the new millennium, we must do everything
possible to ensure that we remain the strong-
est country on Earth. With this bill, we are set-
ting a course that will make America so strong
that other countries of the world will realize
there are better pathways to economic oppor-
tunity than war.

I must say at the outset that the new chair-
man of this subcommittee is deeply indebted
to the former chairman, BILL YOUNG—who now
leads the full committee. I am deeply grateful
for his leadership and his strong support of
this bill.

I would also like to express my deep re-
spect and gratitude to my ranking member

and trusted friend, JACK MURTHA. JACK has
been more than a colleague—he has been a
partner in putting together a bill addressing
some of the most urgent needs of our military.
JACK, I salute you and I thank you.

Mr. Chairman, this legislation provides
$267.9 billion in new discretionary spending
authority for FY 2000. It meets all budget au-
thority and outlay limits set in the subcommit-
tee’s 302(b) allocation.

This bill provides $17.4 billion more than ap-
propriated in FY 1999 and is $4.6 billion
above the administration’s FY 2000 budget re-
quest.

Let me take a few minutes to outline some
of the highlights of this bill:

This legislation provides $72 billion to meet
the most critical personnel needs of our mili-
tary. One of our top priorities has been to im-
prove the training, benefits, and quality of life
to ensure that the armed services retain their
most valuable asset—the men and women
who serve their country in uniform.

There are presently 2.25 million men and
women serving in our Armed Forces, Re-
serves, and National Guard. These personnel,
as well our colleagues, will be pleased to
know that this bill funds a 4.8-percent pay
raise for our troops.

This pay increase will help alleviate the
struggle some of our military families face to
make ends meet. We are convinced we must
do more to attract highly qualified individuals
and reward them for making a career out of
service to their fellow Americans. With all of
the services falling short on recruiting goals.
and commanders warning they need even
more troops, it is imperative that the Congress
and the Pentagon make this one of our top
budget priorities for years to come.

We added $592 million in this bill over the
administration’s budget request to enhance re-
cruiting, retention, and quality of life initiatives
for all services, and bonuses for Air Force pi-
lots who sustained America’s status as a su-
perpower during the recent Kosovo engage-
ment.

With this bill, Congress is making a commit-
ment to our men and women in uniform saying
in essence, ‘‘We intend to support you as you
go forward with a great career and promising
future serving our country in the armed serv-
ices.’’

The bill provides $93.7 billion for operations
and maintenance needs, including $1.8 billion
for contingency operations in Asia and Bosnia.
My colleagues should also know that this bill
contains on funding for peacekeeping efforts
in Kosovo.

The bill also includes $37.2 billion for R&D
including $3.9 billion for our Nation’s ballistic
missile defense.

Defense health is funded at $11 billion.
Some $484 million is provided for Defense
medical research including $175 million for
breast cancer research and $75 million for
prostate research.

Finally, this package includes $53 billion for
procurement. While this bill reaffirms our com-
mitment to a strong national defense, it also
reestablishes the important oversight role of
the Congress in ensuring that tax dollars are
spent both efficiently and effectively.

To that end, the bill recommends cuts of
more than $3.7 billion in over 280 line items.
The most notable item—and one that has re-
ceived a great deal of attention as of late—is
the bipartisan decision to reduce spending on
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